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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Resources Division, ORR

1A
ATTENTION: [ EEYSUSERNE

Chief, RG/RB/CGS ' -
Chief, CIA/PID (NPIC)
Dust Storms and Wind Erosion

. Requirement No. C-RRL-81,70€ (Project lo. C 1335-6L)

1. In response to Requirement No. C-RR4-81,706 (C 1335-6L4) requesting
a survey of the "New Lands Area" of the USSR to determine the extent of wini
erosion and dust storms In the growing season of 134, a study has been maic
of pertinent coverage from

2. The survey is incomplete beoraure of gaps in overage and the
rhigh percentage of cloud ecover. However, scattered glim & of all portions
” A ’ p

of the "New Lands Area" made it pocosible to draw these .

a. Evidence of mcvement o~f iirt or n fields and scars where
iighways are under construction ic nore pronounced than in past years,
mcept for the Pavlodar-Kulunda Region, where plowed fields have appeared
o be dry and btarren through t the summer.

©. The water level of vicible lares has remained fairly constant.

. Trhe quality of vegetable growth is not easily assessible
because of clouds and haze, but on the most recent coverage the harvest
patterns of both grain and hay appear normal in comparison with those of
past years, except in the Pavlodar-Kulunda Region.

3. ‘e photsgraphs of dust being lifted by wind from the open fields

in the Paviodar-Kulundin Region are of interest for
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a. These arc the first photographs of the area on which
can be seen in process of being lifted directly from the field
The reason for lack of this identification from earlier photog
may be due partly to the lesser quality of the earlier film, bvut

-may also be true that this is the first time a recognizable duct
‘storm has been caught in action.

be. The photography clearly demonstrates that the dry conditlon
of the top soil is extensive rather than stricily localized. an:
that all "open" or plowed surfaces in the regicn are affected.
Whether these fields had been planted to crops before the storm can-
not be determined, but later coverage indicates that vegetal cover in
the affected area is generally poor or absent, contrasiing marioedly
from the color of the Irtysh floodplain.

c. Strip farming, visible on earlier cover as well as the
present, ics oriented across the direction of prevailling westerly winds,
but in the case of the photographed storm the wind was from a southerly
direction and therecfore swept freely across long open surfaces in strip-
farmed fields as well as in broader one:.

d. From reports on 1964 weather conditions in +the "liew Lanic Area’.
it appears that ti. irier cconiitions in the Pavlolar cblast are to be
expected.

4. Forwardei for your retention are . ! (CIA/PID/GME,/P-CC8T /G
thru P-2633/64, copy 1), with explanatory %

5. The photo analysis on thic project ned Ly ]
25X1A CIA/PID/GMB (NPIC), vho may be -ontasted on < 253 y ny additi nal infor-
mation.

+

€. This memo with enclocurco rcmpletes the ret cod reguirement.

ENCLOSURES :
1z Pnotographs
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